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New York TimesÂ bestselling author of The Songs of Jesus Timothy Keller explores how people are

changed by meeting Jesus personallyâ€”and how we can be changed encountering him today.The

people who met Jesus Christ in person faced the same big life questions we face today. Like most

of us, the answers handed down to them didnâ€™t seem to work in the real world. But when they

met Jesus, things started to change immediately for them. It seems he not only had the

answersÂ â€” he was the answer. In Encounters with Jesus, Timothy Keller shows howÂ the central

events and meetings in Jesusâ€™ life can change our own lives forever.
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The foundation for the writing of this book was laid when Tim Keller was in college. He had recently

come into a personal relationship with Christ and learned how to study the Bible guided by a book

entitled Conversations with Jesus Christ from the Gospel of John by Marilyn Kunz and Catherine

Schell. In close proximity to this study he learned how to read and study the Bible inductively. He

attended a conference for Bible study leaders where one of the instructors had each student take 30

minutes to make 30 observations from Mark 1:17, â€œAnd Jesus said to them, â€˜Follow me, and I

will make you fishers of men.â€• In the first 10 minutes he thought he wrote down everything he had

observed about the surrounding passage from the text. However, the gold was mined in minutes

20-30. It was through the patient and inductive wrestling with the text where the gold was found.In

this book of encounters with Jesus Tim Keller mines spiritual gold.The first five chapters are based



on talks given by Keller to students â€“ most of whom were spiritual skeptics â€“ at the Town Hall in

Oxford, England in 2012. These first five chapters reveal the foundational teachings of Christianity

and the astonishing character of Jesus in particular as he encounters Nathanael, the Samaritan

Woman and a Pharisee, Mary and Martha, Guests at a Wedding Party, and Mary Magdalene. In

each of these encounters important questions are addressed to and by Jesus and one learns how

to read the Scriptures copiously and glean the answers to lifeâ€™s greatest questions. Questions

such as: What is the world for? Whatâ€™s wrong with the world? Can anything or person make the

world right? How can we be part of the solution to making the world right?

Itâ€™s popular today to hear people say, â€œYou believe what you believe but I donâ€™t believe

thatâ€•. When you ask people to elaborate on what they believe and why they believe it, you are

likely to get them to state something to the effect of â€œI feel this wayâ€•. Are our beliefs based on

only on our feelings? Moreover, many people also state that religion is private and doesnâ€™t need

to be shared publically. Others earnestly contend that Jesus is just another religious teacher or

prophet. So who is Jesus and what has He come to do? Does it even matter if we believe in Jesus

at all? The historical Christian answer to that question is it does matter. It matters because Jesus

came as the God-man to live a sinless life, to bled, to die, to rise, ascend, and serve as the Mediator

of the New Covenant, Intercessor, and High Priest of His people. Since all of that matters what

could be better than a book that tackles not only what our culture is saying about Jesus, but also

what Jesus Himself said. Dr. Tim Kellerâ€™s book Encounters with Jesus: Unexpected Answers to

Lifeâ€™s Biggest Questions, tackles these important questions.Encounters with Jesus is essentially

a collection of ten encounters of Jesus with people in the Gospels. As Dr. Keller examines these

encounters, he takes both a wide and narrow lens. With a wide lens, he zooms out to see what the

culture is saying about Jesus. On the narrow lens, Keller takes us into the world of the Bible. The

combination of understanding what people are saying about Jesus and what Jesus Himself has said

is a potent and explosive formula that will help both Christian and skeptics better understand the

work of Jesus.

** This review originally appeared on longing4truth.com **Tim Keller has established himself as one

of the top evangelical writers of today, especially in writing to an audience of skeptics and

unbelievers. He has been given a unique gift and ability to interact with the intelligent skeptics on

their level, which is most clearly seen in his bestseller, The Reason for God. Because of his

church's placement in the middle of Manhattan, surrounded by the young, intellectual-type, Keller



has honed his ability to interact on their level with the truths of Scripture and Christianity.In his new

book, Encounters with Jesus: Unexpected Answers to Life's Biggest Questions, Keller is at it again.

The book comes out of two series of lectures that Keller presented a couple of years ago. The first

series of lectures was given at an Oxford Town Hall in Oxford, England in 2012. Over 5 nights,

Keller spoke to a group of students â€” most of them skeptics â€” on the various encounters that

individuals had with Jesus in the Gospel of John (xii). These make up the first 5 chapters of the

book, where in each chapter Keller looks at a different interaction that Jesus had with people in

John. These include the conversation (1) with Nathaniel in John 1; (2) with Nicodemus and the

Samaritan woman in John 3-4; (3) with Mary and Martha in John 11; (4) with Mary, Jesus' mother, in

John 2; and (5) with Mary Magdalene in John 20.In each of the five conversations, Keller looks at a

different fundamental life-question that Jesus is addressing in his conversation with the

individual.Chapter 1 - Where should we look for answers to the big questions of life? Where

shouldn't we look for answers?Chapter 2 - What is wrong with the world the way it is?
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